Church Attendance: (Teaching Notes)

Originally, these were not spiritual disciplines. What we call spiritual disciplines can all be found in one place in Acts 2:42-47 as a pattern of practice left for us by the disciples and then reinforced and explained in the epistles. They would have laughed (probably) at the idea that these things were spiritual disciplines, rather they would have said this is our new life in Christ and we could not imagine living it in any other way.  They met daily. 

Three initial stops in Scripture to understand the importance of church attendance.
· The founding of the church. The Founder is Jesus.
· The handing over of the church administration to the Holy Spirit and the stewards of the church (believer/members). The globalization of the church as an institution after the ascension of the Founder and the two-fold message regarding Jesus. 
· A well-developed theological challenge to faithful church attendance as a discipline.

1. What is the purpose of the church?  Matthew 16:13-18
a. Jesus is the most misunderstood person to this world (Matt 16:13-14).
b. It is critical that you get the answer to this quesiton correct (Matt 16:15).
c. The nature of the revelation of God is not fleshly or academic (Matt 16:17).
d. Peter provides the statement of faith, not on which the church was founded, but around which we gather on the foundation laid by Jesus (Matt 16:16).
e. The building of the church is the work of God.
i. Church means assembly (much like jury, or congress)
ii. Assembly provides community, strength, and protection against the gates of Hell.
iii. Membership is completely inclusive – anyone, and at the same time completely exclusive – only believers (Eph 2:19-22)
f. Jesus is the founder, but He departed this earth and went back to heaven.  What of the church He founded?

2. What is the role of the members of the church? Acts 1:8-11, 22
a. At the ascension of Christ, some things happened regarding the church.
i. The Holy Spirit became the administrator – first act was a fiery baptism (Acts 2, Acts 20:28).
ii. The members became the official stewards of the church – which was about to go global (Matt 18:15-17). 
b. Our mission was formalized: (Acts 1:8)
i. Go witness of Jesus (The gathering statement of Peter)
ii. Here and around the world
c. Our key message (understanding Jesus) was summarized: Acts 1:9-11
i. This same Jesus – The resurrected, exalted Jesus, who saved you (Acts 1:11)
ii. Will come again in like manner (Acts 1:11, John 14:1-3)
d. After this, they assembled, then began the work of preaching his resurrection (1:22)

Why is church attendance so important: Hebrews 10:19-25 (Consider how this is phrased, having these things, brethren, let us draw near, hold fast, and consider one another – not forsaking the assembly)

1. It is what believers were taught to do by Jesus – be together (Heb 10:22)
a. Considering what we have in Christ (Heb 10:19-21).
b. “Let us” draw near (Heb 10:22)
i. To God,
ii. To each other (I John 1:3) our fellowship is with God and each other through the “declaration” of things we have witnessed.
i. The “gathering” statement of Matthew 16:16
b. Jesus died so that we can draw near to Him in confidence.
i. True heart
ii. Full assurance of faith
iii. Abolishing our evil conscience
iv. Sanctifying our bodies for service
c. Peter called it “like precious faith” (II Pet 1:1). 
d. Family language – family closeness, family loyalty (Heb 10:19 – “Having therefore, brethren,”)

Let us, draw near:

2. It is what we promised we would do – keep our promise, our profession of faith without wavering (Heb 10:23)
a. “Let us” hold fast your profession of faith.
i. At salvation – Lord I will give you my life. 
ii. At Baptism – Lord, I identify with you.
b. Without wavering – Because Jesus didn’t waver – neither should we.
c. Faithfulness is the bedrock of the promise. The faithfulness of God is bound up in His character.
i. He will not leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5), 
ii. Jesus the same yesterday, today and forever (Heb 13:8)
d. Our profession of faith is past, but the risk of wavering is always present – remember that each time a church forms, Hell sets up a set of gates right outside of it and wages war.
e. The church is not only for fellowship, but discipleship. It is key in discipleship because it is within the church that we see and participate is most facets of ministry.
f. To keep our profession without wavering – we need to be in church. I need it for myself.

Let us, draw near, hold fast:

3. Church is not just about me – we are a family, we are a body (Heb 10:24).
a. “Let us” consider one another. 
b. The first consideration is to consider others whom God has placed around us.
i. Special skills and talents
ii. How we can work together (Eph 4:16)
iii. Every joint supplies something, every part of the body is useful and special.
c. Provoke (nag you) to love and good works - that is what we were saved to do (Eph 2:10)
d. We are part of a new family that is arguably closer than our natural family. Church attendance is so important because family is so important. 

Let us, draw near, hold fast, consider one another:

4. We are commanded to be faithful to church (Hebrews 10:25).
a. Not forsaking (abandoning, deserting) 
i. Assembling ourselves together. When you assemble, you are together. 
ii. In Acts 2, they were meeting daily.  By Hebrews 10, they were scattered, and many had abandoned the assembly.
iii. It was the manner of some to stop attending church.
b. Assembling, ourselves, together – willful togetherness
i. Jesus knew we needed the exhortation of the fellowship in the Gospel to grow spiritually and to not be defeated by the gates of hell. 
ii. The Scripture is urging and imploring us (exhort) to be faithful to church.
c. Much more as we see the day (of Christ’s return) approaching.
d. We believe in the imminent return of Christ – we should be here more.

Let us, draw near, hold fast, consider one another, and not forsake the assembling of ourselves together.

Summary:
1. Jesus founded his church on the truth of who He is, and the fact of his return (Matt 16:13-18).
2. Jesus is the founder, the Holy Spirit is the administrator, we are the stewards of the local church (Acts 20:28, Matt 18:15-17).
3. Our purpose is: To be witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8).
4. Our message:
a. This same Jesus – who finished the work of redemption for us (Acts 1:11).
b. Is coming again – urgency (Acts 1:11).
5. Church attendance is about these things (Heb 10:19-25).
a. Understanding the work of Christ (Heb 10:19-21) so that we:
b. Draw near (10:22).
c. Hold fast our profession of faith (10:23).
d. Consider one another and compel one another to good works (10:24).
e. We do not forsake or abandon this practice (10:25).
6. The benefits of church membership:
a. Community – togetherness
b. Discipleship – keep our profession and growing spiritually.
c. Missions – direct involvement in the work of God
